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NSSRA families dance, eat, 
play at end-of-summer party 
Fouad Egbaria, assistant Editor

About 400 people gath-
ered to support the North-
brook-based North Sub-
urban Special Recreation 
Association at its fifth an-
nual NSSRA Summer Bash 
on Aug. 13.

The celebration took place 
at the verdant Techny Prairie 
Park and Fields in North-
brook and recognized indi-
viduals with disabilities.

And celebrate they did — 
to the sounds of music, the 
smell of burgers and charred 
hot dogs, and the warmth of 
good company. The party 
kicked off at 6 p.m. and ran 
until 8:30 p.m., bringing in 
people from all around the 

northern suburbs. 
“We targeted the Wednes-

day before school starts as 
our annual Summer Bash 
night,” NSSRA Executive 
Director Craig Culp said. 
“[It’s] a free event where ev-
erybody and anybody con-
nected to NSSRA can come 
together for music and food 
and the community and cele-
brating. All ages, all abilities 
— just a fun non-directed 
night to celebrate one anoth-
er and everything that NS-
SRA and its participants do. 

“It’s just to say, ‘You 
know what, everybody that 
we serve is worthy of being 
celebrated.’”

When the Summer Bash 
started four years ago, Culp 

said he would have been 
happy with 200 or 250 par-
ticipants, but about 315 peo-
ple signed up. This year’s 
numbers are almost double 
Culp’s initial expectations. 

This year, State Rep. 
Elaine Nekritz — also a 
Northbrook resident — ar-
rived at the party to show 
her support.  

NSSRA, founded in 1970, 
facilitates recreational pro-
grams and services for chil-
dren and adults with disabil-
ities through a large-scale 
partnership with 10 park dis-
tricts, two cities and one vil-
lage. Participants come from 
as far north as Lake Bluff 
and as far south as Wilmette, 
forming a north suburban 
enclave of welcoming. 

Randi Gillespie, of North-
brook, and her children — 
Maddy, 9, who participates 
in the nonprofit’s programs, 
and Liam, 7 — particularly 
enjoyed running down Tech-
ny Prairie’s massive hill.  

“This is our third year at-
tending the Summer Bash, 
and every year it just gets 
more fun and more excit-
ing,” Randi Gillespie said. 
“The kids actually look for-
ward to it. ... They get to 
meet some new people and 
see old friends and see peo-
ple who have helped them 
out throughout their time 
within the programs.” 

Gillespie, like many at 
the event, expressed her 
gratitude for the organiza-
tion’s programs. 

“It just does wonders for 
families such as ours,” she 
said. “This was certainly 
one of the reasons we moved 
from Chicago four years 
ago to the 'burbs. They just 
provide an array of services 
we couldn’t get while liv-
ing in the city. It’s inclusive, 

it’s fun, it’s entertaining and 
they’re educational. The 
staff is ridiculously com-
mitted and fabulously fun. 
They’re like part of our ex-
tended family.” 

The party cruised along to 
the sounds of a live band, Li-
bido Funk Circus, and revel-
lers uninhibitedly showed 
their dance moves near 
the stage. 

Sean Breen, 40, of Glen-
view — sporting a white “I 
Heart NSSRA” T-shirt — 
spent much of his time in 
front of the stage with the 
dancing crowd. His parents, 
Mary and John, moved to 
Glenview 29 years ago for 
similar reasons as Gillespie: 
the school system. But they 
didn’t realize there was so 
much more for their son. 

“We had no idea there was 
such a wonderful special 
recreation association,” John 
Breen said. “[Every season] 
of the year, Sean has been 
involved with a variety of 
activities. He’s enjoyed all 
of them.” 

On Saturdays, Sean be-
gins a busy schedule at 9 
a.m. that includes bowling, 
cardio exercise and drama 
classes, of which Sean is 
particularly fond. 

For many of the attend-
ees, the event was about 

celebrating new feats. For 
example, Eric Emde, 21, of 
Northbrook, said he learned 
how to swim this past year 
through the program and 
has made quite a few new 
friends from Glenview, too. 

“Honestly, there aren’t a 

ton of free events [of this] 
caliber. This doesn’t happen 
all the time,” Culp said about 
the Summer Bash. “It’s just 
really cool to have this part 
of our community celebrated 
and recognized, and just to 
have a little party for them.” 

news

Let LEN Bring it Back Intact!

Call LEN now—(847) 768-6000. 
SAVE $200 OFF 

your next project—Must mention ad

Has Your Roof  
Been Whacked?

R

EMODELIN

G

We Build Quality Roofs & Relationships

•	We show up on time and nail it 
•	Meticulous clean-up and respect 
 for your property
•	Speed meets artistry for your  
 complete satisfaction

Sean Breen (left) and Karen Roscher show off their dance moves at the fifth annual NSSRA 
Summer Bash on Aug. 13 in Northbrook. PhoTos by FouAd egbAriA/22Nd CeNTury MediA

Chris Vanderpool and Cassie MacKenzie, both of Highland 
Park, dance in front of the music stage. 


